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By Bob B landa
Pres ident,  Mi l l  Bergen Poo ls,  
Brook lyn, New York

T
he 20-foot by 40-foot or la rger 
swimming pool has long been the 
dream of  many suburban hom-
eowners w i t h a la rge back ya rd 

and p lent y of room to spare. Here in the 
nor t heas t ,  however,  and in ot her a reas 
of  t he count r y where a grow ing number 
of  homeowners a re choos ing to l i ve in 
urban env ironments, 
qui te a di f ferent pool 
i s  b e i ng  s e l e c t e d. 
T h a t  p o o l  i s  t h e 
“c o c k t a i l ”  o r  m i n i 
poo l .  I t  i s  a s  f u l l y 
accessor ized and as 
e legant as i t s  la rger 
count r y cous in,  bu t 
set in a c i t y, town or 
sma l l - l o t  s ubu r ban 
l oc a t i on.  I t  i s  t r u l y 
a gem to look at and 
to use. 

T h e  c o c k t a i l 
o r  m i n i  p o o l  i s 
growing in popular i t y 
b e c a u s e  m a n y 
p e o p l e — t i r e d  o f 
t he  l ong commu te, 
p a y i n g  h i g h  f u e l 
p r i c e s  o r  b o t h —
wan t  t o  l i ve  c lo se r 
t o  wo r k ,  bu t  do  no t  wan t  t o  g i ve  up 
t he  l i f e s t y l e  t ha t  i nc ludes  a  poo l  and 
beau t i f u l  l andscap ing.  The s i ze of  t he 
poo l  does not mat te r  as long as i t  i s  in 
proper propor t ion to the rest of the yard.

For many, t he cock t a i l  poo l  con ju res 
up images of fami l y and f r iends re la x ing 
a round t he  poo l  en joy i ng  d r i nk s  w i t h 
t he  ba r becue  go ing.  T he  poo l  i s  t he 
foca l  po in t  of  t ha t  env i ronment:  i t  i s  fo r 
re la xat ion, enter t a inment and a p lace to 
coo l of f  on a hot day. I t  i s a t reat for t he 
eye f rom ins ide the house look ing out or 

f rom the ya rd; i t  of fe r s t he s igh t s and 
sounds of  r unn ing wate r;  i t  i s  t r u l y  an 
oas is in an urban env i ronment.

How	Big	 is	a	 	
Cock tai l 	pool?

I  have o f ten been asked how b ig i s 
a cock t a i l  poo l,  compared to t he more 
t r ad i t i ona l  s i zed poo l?  I  cons ide r  any 
poo l  t ha t  i s  24 feet  o r  les s in leng th to 
be a cock t a i l  poo l.  When you inc lude 

s teps in to  t he poo l,  i t  i s  no t  t yp ic a l l y 
one in wh ich you can jump in and sw im 
laps. Yet even in th is space-cons t ra ined 
set t ing, i f  sw imming laps and exerc ise 
is on the agenda for you, a sw im s t ream  
— a water je t  t ha t  a l lows t he sw immer 
to sw im aga ins t  t he cur ren t  — can be 
incorporated a long w i t h speakers be low 
water level so that the swimmer can enjoy 
his or her favor i te music while doing laps. 

On my pool projects in urban set t ings, 
t he lo t  s i ze d ic t a tes wha t  I  c an bu i ld. 
I n  t he c i t y,  t he se t backs a re f i ve fee t 
f rom the back proper t y l ine and f i ve feet 

f rom the t wo s ides, so i f  I  have a 35-
foot long lot ,  I  can bu i ld a 25-foot long 
poo l.  Many poo ls a re sma l le r  because 
the c l ient wants to incorporate ex tens ive 
landscaping and room to enter tain around 
t he poo l. 

Ful ly	accessor ized	
environments

Whi le  t he  poo l  may be sma l l e r,  t he 
p ack age  t h a t  ac compan i e s  i t  i s  no t . 

You  c an  c re a t e  a n 
o a s i s  i n  t h e  m id s t 
o f  c i t y  l i v i n g  t h a t 
i s  c o m p l e t e  w i t h 
s p e c i a l  l i g h t i n g , 
w a t e r  e f f e c t s  a n d 
e legant t i le  des igns 
and f in i shes. Un l ike 
i t s  l a rge r  subu r ban 
cous in where t i le  i s 
of ten used only along 
t he wa te r  l i ne,  i n  a 
cock tai l pool that t i le 
o r  pebb le f in i sh can 
be incorporated in to 
t h e  e n t i r e  i n t e r i o r 
su r f ace to c rea te a 
magn i f icent  se t t ing. 
F o r  m a n y  c l i e n t s , 
s m a l l  c a n  m e a n 
incorporat ing a deck 
of  gran i te or natu ra l 

s tone, LED 4 co lor l igh t ing t ha t  s low ly 
changes co lor to shades of b lue, green, 
magent a or wh i te.  I t  a l so a l lows fo r  t he 
sound of  r ush ing water w i t h cascad ing 
s t reams of  wa te r,  wa te r f a l l s ,  bubb l ing 
fount a ins or da z z l ing sprays.

Wh i le  we may be h i red to  bu i ld  t he 
poo l  a f t e r  t he  back  ya rd  ha s  a l re ady 
been des igned by a landscape archi tect, 
mos t  o f t en i t  i s  ou r  j ob to  c rea te  t he 
en t i re env i ronment.  Rather t han t r y  to 
communicate our concept s w i t h a mere 
two-dimensiona l drawing, we use a s tate 
of t he a r t  computer sof tware that a l lows 

Cocktail Pools
Small	Wonders	for	the	Space-Challenged	environment

us to c reate a t h ree-d imens iona l  l i v ing, 
“breath ing” p ic ture, complete w i th sound 
& v isua l ef fects to create an exact repl ica 
of what the yard env ironment w i l l  be. You 
can pick and choose the elements that you 
want,  and you can v i sua l i ze what t hose 
e lement s w i l l  be l ike once t he pro jec t  i s 
done. You see i t a l l  projected before your 
eyes in l i v ing co lor.  Bu t more t han t ha t , 
when we c reate a computer des ign, you 
can take a vir tual tour around the pool and 
spa and v iew i t f rom the deck, f rom inside 
the house look ing through a window, f rom 
the second s tor y or even overhead. You 
can see the poo l w i t h t he sun sh in ing on 
i t  i n  t he day o r  a t  n igh t 
w i t h t he moon re f lec t ing 
on the water. You can see 
and hea r t he c rack le of  a 
f i re p i t ,  t he sounds of the 
wate r  fea tu res and even 
t he  backg round sounds 
o f  y o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t , 
w he t he r  i t  i s  u r b a n  o r 
suburban.

tale	of	two	
Clients

Probab l y  t he bes t  way 
to  desc r ibe t he cock t a i l 
poo l  i s  to  t a l k  abou t  t wo 
of my most recent c l ients. 
O n e  c l i e n t  g a v e  u p 
subu rban l i v i ng and moved to  B rook l yn 
so t ha t  he was on l y  t wo subway s tops 
and a  sho r t  wa lk  f rom h i s  Wa l l  S t ree t 
o f f i c e.  He needed to  downs i ze  h i s  c i t y 
d w e l l i n g s  c o m p a r e d  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y 
home…in a f a sh ion.  He had p robab l y  a 
6,000-square-foot house in t he suburbs 
a nd  w hen  he  moved  t o  B rook l y n,  h e 
purchased t h ree cont iguous apa r tment s 
and b roke t h rough t he wa l l s  to  make i t 
in to one l i v ing un i t .  He pa id $1.4 mi l l ion 
fo r  t he f i r s t  apa r tmen t ,  $1.1 mi l l i on  fo r 
t he second and $1 mi l l i on  p lus  fo r  t he 
th i rd. His new home had a tot a l  of 2,300 

square feet. He had a 15-foot by 30-foot 
back yard. For th is c l ient I  bui l t  a s ix-foot 
by  12-foot  poo l /  spa comb ina t ion w i t h 
a  sw im s t ream, spa benches and je t s, 

cus tom pebb le f in i shes, e lec t r ic covers, 
u n d e r w a t e r  s p e a ke r s  a n d  c o m p u t e r 
cont ro ls.  Ever y t h ing t he cus tomer cou ld 
have wan ted in  a  40-foot  poo l  he was 
ab le  to  have in  a  12-foot  poo l.   A c l i en t 
o f  ou r s  l i v i ng i n  Hoboken,  New Je r sey 
pu rchased a  7 foo t  by  11-foot  poo l  fo r 
h i s  b a c k  y a r d  t h a t  w a s  s o  c a r e f u l l y 
and e legan t l y  l andscaped t ha t  he was 
wr i t ten up in garden magaz ines. Tours of 
ho r t i cu l t u ra l i s t s  c ame t h rough h i s  back 
yard to v iew his plant ings. When i t comes 
t o  p o o l s  a n d  b a c k y a r d  e n v i r o nme n t 
luxur y is only l imi ted to your imaginat ion! 

pools,	Spas	and	 	
accessor ies	to	F it	 	
Your	needs

While we love the challenges of creat ing 
and bu i ld ing cock t a i l  poo ls,  Mi l l  Bergen 
Poo ls i s  so much more. We des ign and 
bu i ld  a  w ide va r ie t y  o f  re s iden t i a l  and 
commerc ia l pools and spas and pool /spa 
combinat ions to f i t  ever y need, inc luding 
t ha t  spec ia l  indoor poo l.  We a lso of fe r 
poo l  repa i r  and ma in tenance se r v ices. 
Mi l l  Bergen Pool Center is a cus tom pool 
const ruct ion company that ser v ices the 5 

boroughs of New York. Our 
ser v ice depar tment which 
is commit ted to excellence 
of fers openings, c los ings, 
va let week ly ma intenance 
and repa i r s!  

M i l l  B e r g e n  P o o l 
Center ’s Reta i l  s tore se l ls 
poo l  supp l ies,  equ ipment 
and par t s. We are located 
a t  6 3 3 8  Av e n u e  N  i n 
B rook l y n,  a nd  a re  open 
seven  day s  a  week .  We 
c an be reached a t  ( 718) 
763-5500. Our Websi te is 
www.mil lbergenpools.com 

We	Design	
i t 	We	Bui ld	 i t 	and	We	
ser v ice	 i t ! !

I f  you  a re  a  cu r ren t  poo l  owne r  o r 
s imply want to lea rn more abou t own ing 
a pool, please stop by  our store. We have 
f r iendly exper t s on s t af f  who can answer 
a l l  o f  you r  que s t i on s .  A s  men t i oned, 
we use compu te r  des ign to c rea te our 
poo l  a nd  spa  env i ronmen t s,  no t  t wo-
d imens iona l  draw ings. Let  us show you 
what a pool would look l ike in your specia l 
env i ronment.  You w i l l  be surpr i sed and 
de l igh ted!
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